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Key dates

As you may be aware, SBL Academy was due for
Inspection by Ofsted in the final part of the 2019/20
academic year following on from the Inspection that
took place at the start of March in 2018 where the
school came out of Special Measures. Due to school
closures and decisions made at a national level to
pause Inspections, this was delayed. You will know
from the letters that were sent home, that we finally got the call on
Wednesday 3 November and were happy to receive a team of four
inspectors the following day. The Inspection concluded on the Friday,
and we are now awaiting the report to be published so that we can
share the outcome with you and our students. I realise that the delay
may be frustrating, but this is standard practice, and we will share the
report as soon as it is published. As we expected, our students were
excellent over the two days, representing their school and community
impeccably.
The rest of this term is a busy one, as it always is. There are several
trips and visits planned and there are some key assessments for
students in most year groups. Our current data is telling us that our
students have bounced back well from the school closures and staff are
working hard to ensure that students with gaps in their learning are
supported to catchup. Part of the strategy for this includes individual or
small group tutoring. Sessions are scheduled at a variety of times,
before, during and after school. It is vital that if your child is selected
for tutoring or other interventions, they attend those sessions as
frequently as possible. They will have been selected for a reason, so
please support us by encouraging them to attend. Some extra time
spent now in these sessions will not only help to address any gaps in
learning but will ensure they are in a strong position when it comes to
preparing for exams.
Unfortunately, this year, we will again be unable to host our annual
Christmas Dinner for local care home residents due to the on going
pandemic and the high case rates in this area. We will however be
hosting a Christmas Concert, so please look out for information on how
tickets can be purchased. There are also many clubs and activities that
have been put on by staff for students to attend afterschool. We want
to encourage as many students to attend these as possible, so please
talk to your child about any activities they would like to attend.
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We are planning Community
Clinics for children aged 12-15 in
locations across Bristol, North
Somerset and South
Gloucestershire. This will be the
route for children to have their
Covid-19 and flu vaccine if they
were not vaccinated at their school
clinic for any reason. We will
provide information about these
Clinics and a booking link through
your child’s school, shortly. Please
do not contact Sirona.
We appreciate that some parents/
carers are keen for their children
to be vaccinated as soon as
possible and are working in
partnership with your child’s
school and the local authority to
achieve best outcome for all
children in our area. Please be
assured that your child will not be
forgotten.
Sirona
Thank you for your ongoing
cooperation and patience.
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In the New Year, we will be involving our students in several new projects around our site and in our community.
There will be a focus on trying to reduce our carbon footprint as a school, we will be starting work on an on site
allotment and encouraging our students to become involved in several ways. If they have any ideas as to how we
can improve our environment and do our bit for the wider environment, please ask them to talk to the Student
Leadership group.
Mr Anderson
Principal

After-school sports sessions: term 2
Courts

Astro Turf

Sports Hall

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

Football
Boys South Gloucester League football for all year groups start next term

We're delighted to announce the first Futura collaborative music performance, which will take place in July 2022. We have
commissioned a local composer, Phil Dixon, to compose a 30 minute oratorio for orchestra and choir. The composition will
evolve after three workshops with Year 10 Music students across the trust. Every student from Year 3 will be invited to take
part in either the junior or senior choir, with each school choir rehearsing from late March. We are also hoping those in
Early Years up to Year 2 will have an opportunity to hear a performance from some of the musicians who take part. Our
orchestra will be made up of students across the trust who are Grade 3 and above, we're delighted that a number of trust
staff have already offered to also play or sing with our students! More details to follow, but this promises to be an exciting,
aspirational and memorable opportunity for our students across the trust.
Ingrid McLean Director of Music - Futura Learning Partnership
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Covid-19

For the most up to date guidance for social
distancing and self-isolation please go to the
government’s Coronavirus website

School Nurse Information
The school health nurse for SBL is Alli Fry.
Parents are able to contact the school nursing service for advice and
information on 01454 862 202 for support around many issues
including mental health, emotional wellbeing, healthy relationships,
sexual health and healthy lifestyles. Please have a look at the school
nursing video on Youtube.
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Could you make a
difference?

The growth of our Trust means
we need more inspirational and
professional people to join our
dedicated and passionate staff
team. If you are planning your
next career move, and think you
could help make a difference for
our students, please take a look at
the vacancies across the WMAT.
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Year 7 students were joined by author Gill Lewis for a virtual event, celebrating the ten year
anniversary of her bestselling book, Sky Hawk. Students enjoyed hearing about Gill’s writing career
as well as her conservation work and career as a vet. Gill shared some really interesting stories and
the students asked lots of questions, from “if you were an animal what would you be?” to “what is
your favourite book?”.
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Our year 7 and 8 students have taken part in BookTrust’s Bookbuzz reading programme this year, which
gives them the opportunity to choose and keep their own book from a list of 17 specially selected titles.

Students have watched a video of the Bookbuzz authors talking about their books and have had a chance
to explore the options before selecting the book that they would most like to keep. Their chosen books
will arrive at school some time before Christmas.
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Please can we have all library books returned to school that were borrowed
before the summer (and some still from before lockdown).
There are no fees for late books but we would really like to have them all
back!
Books can be dropped into the returns box inside the library door.

For more news and events from the library, follow @SBLLibrary on
Twitter and Instagram
Mrs Richards is currently reading Natives by Akala
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Former SBL student and London based professional actor Adam
Jasen returned to SBL in term 1 to work with our Yr10 and 11
Vcert Performance Skills students. He led workshops which
developed students’ skills in building the ensemble and taking
creative risks, leading to some highly entertaining and
imaginative work! Adam also took time to share his experiences
of what life is like working as a professional actor. This gave
students a valuable insight into the performance industry and
they were full of questions about his day-to-day working life –
the realities of keeping detailed accounts, filing tax returns,
having an agent and going from audition to audition brought to
life what students had covered theoretically in class.
Plans are already underway for Yr11 students to work further
with Adam on their solo and ensemble performances as part of
their coursework unit later this year and we’re very grateful to
Adam for giving SBL students this fantastic opportunity.
“It’s always a pleasure to spend time working with the next
generation of talented performers. My career dreams were
heavily supported during my time at SBL and it was a
wonderful, full circle moment to be able to return and assist the current students in elevating their work to the
next level. Performing Arts has such an incredible impact on young people, both on and off the stage, and I am
thrilled to see that SBL continues to provide such a high level of training, inspiring young performers to fulfil
their potential. I look forward to being able to return in the near future.” – Adam Jasen
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During Term 1, Year 6 students from The Meadows Primary School enjoyed an Art experience run by the SBL Art teachers
in our specialist rooms. Students created deconstructed portraits of their role models inspired by the Artist Loui Jover.
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Tales of homecomings go back as far as storytelling itself, quite literally. One of the oldest works of
literature known to the modern world is Homer’s Odyssey, an ancient Greek epic poem dating back
nearly 3,000 years. In this classical yarn, the eponymous hero Odysseus braves it out after the bloodsoaked Trojan Wars to make the long and perilous return leg back to his homeland Ithaca (a decade long
journey, no less), where his faithful wife Penelope loyally holds the fort despite endless rumours of her
husband’s death. Spoiler alert: Odysseus makes it home, although not quite in time for tea.
Homecoming stories have been spun aplenty in poems, novels, plays and even films ever since. “There’s
no place like home,” wishes Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, as she clicks together her ruby slippers. And
this September, SBL staff and students returned home after a fashion as well – back to their regular
classrooms and faculty spaces after a year mucking in and making the most of year group teaching
“Bubbles.” You may know the scene in Kenneth Grahame’s cherished children’s classic The Wind in the
Willows where Mole returns to his old underground pad, after months of frolicking about on the river
with his new pal Rat, only to be heartbroken and tearful at the empty disrepair of his once snug dwelling
place. For those who know the scene, it doesn’t take a jiffy for Mole to wipe away the tears, stoke the
faded embers, and get the place warm and toasty again.
Well, ditto for the English team at SBL.
Within hours of being back in our faculty space and suite of dedicated English classrooms at the start of
September, teaching displays were refreshed, tables straightened, cupboards sorted, desks tidied,
pencils sharpened – everything shipshape and in Bristol fashion, ready for our students. For different
students this was a homecoming of different sorts. For students in Year 9 and above, this was a return
home to the English Faculty as they remembered it back in pre pandemic times. For students in Year 7
and 8, this was a new home for their secondary English careers. For students and families who attended
our Open Days and Evenings at the start of October, this was a future home. Different homecomings,
but all equally welcome through the door.
Welcome too is a return to some old ways. The library buzzing at breaktimes and lunchtimes now that
all our KS3 students follow the Accelerated Reader programme. Year 11 students going the extra mile to
attend GCSE English revision sessions every Wednesday after school. But let’s not throw out the baby
with the bathwater – last year’s world of Zoom conferencing and Loom learning wasn’t all bad, surely?
And so, for example, it was a pleasure this term to join our primary feeder schools in a virtual author
visit by writer and wildlife enthusiast, Gill Lewis. Indeed, as Homer’s Odyssey teaches us, homecomings
are as much about embracing change as they are about returning to old ways.
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I started clay shooting a few years ago just going to my Dad’s
local clay shoot that he helps to run, I decided it was a sport I
liked and four years ago I was granted my shotgun license and
two years ago my firearms license.
Just over a year ago I was lucky enough to become sponsored by
the Future Shots Academy (they are on Instagram) which was set
up last year, I receive coaching from a qualified instructor,
clothing and safety equipment as well as cartridges for lessons
with the coach Max Tarr. As part of my sponsorship I update my
Instagram and Facebook pages with my activity to help the
sponsors and to help attract new ones.
I started to shoot national competitions over the last year and I
am currently ranked 5th in the UK for under 16s who shoot
English Sporting Clay Shooting. I recently finished 1st in the under
16s at the Wiltshire championships, 1st at the Frampton County
Fair and 2nd at the Wadswick Country Store competitions. My
intention is to shoot at county level for Gloucestershire which is
my home county.
My local shooting grounds are Mendip Clay Shooting Ground,
Barbury Shooting School and Mill Farm Dundry.
If anyone would like to know more about the sport have a look
online at the CPSA website which is the governing body for clay shooting. www.cpsa.co.uk

During the month of November, some members of our team are raising
funds for the Movember campaign by growing moustaches. Mr Helliwell
and I (Mr Tiley) are displaying our efforts in school at the moment with
varying success, as you can see from the pictures. As bad as my moustache
currently looks, I have been asked by a range of staff and students about it
prompting many a conversation about the reasons behind it which is
certainly helping to raise awareness.
The money raised from our efforts also supports services for men's health
including prostate cancer, testicular cancer, mental health and suicide
prevention. Both of us have had experiences in the past which mean that
these causes are particularly relevant and so the more we can do to raise
awareness of the support available to help those finding things difficult for
any reason at the moment the better. Sadly, men are often less well
equipped to talk about their health issues and the taboo around them,
particularly those with mental health, often causes young men to suffer in
silence.
More information on the Movember campaign and students can access
support within school from a variety of sources and organisations which are
listed on SBL Academy website.
Mr Tiley
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