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Free online skills training 
A new online learning platform to help boost the nation’s skills while people are staying at home, was 
launched on 28th April by Education Secretary, Gavin Williamson. 

The new platform gives access to free, high-quality digital and numeracy courses to help build up skills, 
progress in work and boost job prospects.  

It includes a selection of free training resources from providers including The Open University and Google to 
help refresh and gain new jobs skills which are highly favoured by employers, such as: 

 Everyday maths 

 How to write computer code 

 Digital marketing and producing online content 

 Thriving in the Digital Workplace 

 Job searching   

The free courses are available through The Skills Toolkit which is a new online platform provided by gov.uk.  

The link will also be on the SBL careers website. 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
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Creative and Media 

Year 10 GCSE photography students have 
been exploring shadows, reflections and 
silhouettes at home, using cameras and 
mobile phones with very effective results. 



Fine Art 
One of our year 12 Fine Art students has produced some fantastic work during lockdown on her personal investigation 
into climate change. Although it's hard being stuck in at home at the moment it is the perfect time to get creative in all 
sorts of different ways. It's been wonderful seeing rainbows and drawings popping up in peoples windows to brighten up 
the day, this inspired me to start a little project in my own garden 

Ms Draper 
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English 
Year 8 worked on a literacy project last term, 
responding to the story of Coraline. They designed 
their own book covers using skills they had been 
learning before the lockdown.  
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Careers 
We aim to ensure all students at SBL Academy have a wide and 

varied education which will enable them to become independent 

and successful, and prepare them for the future. Before the 

Academy closed, there were a number of careers events within 

school which I wanted to remind you of and also update you on 

the fantastic careers resources and learning which is available 

through our website.  

Selected Year 9 students had a wonderful STEM day designing 

and building autonomous vehicles. The session was delivered by 

The Smallpeice Trust. (For those eagle eyed readers, I can 

confirm the spelling is correct! They are named after their founder Dr Cosby D P 

Smallpeice who invented the Smallpeice Lathe). The day was busy and fun with 

some fantastic robot cars created and raced! 

Well done to all students who took part – it was 

commented on how they were engaged and well 

behaved throughout the day. Huge 

congratulations to the all-female team who were 

the winners with a brilliantly designed vehicle 

and some excellent teamwork!  

Annual Women in Engineering Day 
SBL Academy continued to challenge gender stereotypes as we then took a group of 

Year 9 & 10 female students to Wiltshire College to experience their annual Women in 

Engineering Day. This was a wonderful opportunity to find out more about the range 

of careers available that rely on STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) 

subjects and to bust the myth that women cannot work in them. A really exciting 

programme of activities took place with some of the UK’s top universities and business organisations including; Apetito, 

Avon rubber plc, Bioquell, Corsham Institute, Jacobs, Ministry of Defence Information System and Services, Network Rail, 

QinetiQ, Siemens Rail automation, Society of Cosmetic Scientists, University of Southampton, University of South Wales, 

University of West of England and Wessex Water.  The feedback from the trip was excellent and it was heartening to see 

so many of our female students enthuse about a possible career in these traditionally male dominated sectors and 

feeling generally more confident and empowered about their future pathways. 
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Careers cont. 
It was also a busy time for our Year 12’s as they enjoyed 
various experiences linked to University and Apprenticeships. 
On a cold and wet day we travelled to the University of Bath 
with fellow students from Wellsway Sixth Form and IKB 
Academy. We were treated to a trip around the campus 
spending time in the outstanding sports facilities as well 
looking at some study rooms, student union and 
accommodation (from the outside as students were still there!) 
We finished in the lecture theatre for a truthful and 
entertaining talk from student ambassadors with a Q and A 
afterwards.  

We joined our IKB students again at the UCAS fair held at 
UWE. This is always a great event for students as they get to 
speak to representatives from most of the Universities and attend workshops specific to their concerns and interests. 
Apprenticeships are also now increasingly represented at the UCAS fair which means students can get valuable 
information for the majority of post 18 choices. Various prospectuses were collected and these will be available if needed 
from Ms Murray or in the Careers Library.  

Speakers for Schools  
We welcomed Mr Robert Wainwright from WWA Consultants to 

talk to our Year 11 & 12 Business Studies students. Mr 

Wainwright was introduced to the school through Speakers for 

Schools and he delivered an interesting talk on ‘How to define 

your own future’, concerned with not letting your past dictate 

your future which was perfect and aspirational. The session was 

especially useful for Year 11 business students as they were 

preparing for their planned presentations. Mr Wainwright was 

impressed by our Academy and students and has expressed an 

interest to help again in the future! 

School Nurse Information 
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GCSEPod 
Here is the link to all the GCSEPod webinars   

https://www.gcsepod.com/news-gcse-learning-revision/podup-presents-webinars/
https://www.gcsepod.com/


National Careers Week 
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Careers cont. 
We have been busy updating our Careers website. We hope you like the new design and 

find it easier to get information. Please check out the Careers Learning Resources page 

which is being updated regularly. There are lots of interesting sites and activities to 

occupy yourself with whilst learning from home, including the new Government Skills 

website which offers free online courses for all. Students have also been sent careers 

learning via Insight and surveys have been sent to Year 11 & 13 students to help us ensure they are all set for the next 

step in their future. If you have not completed the survey, please do so as soon as possible so we can give you any help 

you may need. Ms Millard and Ms Murray are answering queries and you are free to contact us if you are worried or 

unsure about anything please email, Ms Millard: mmillard@wellswaymat.com or Ms Murray: cmu@sblonline.org.uk. 

 

Please also check out SBL Careers’ twitter and follow us if you are not already! There are some great opportunities 

advertised on twitter as well as alerts for updates to the website and learning. 

Competition time 

We are proud of the Careers related learning happening in the Academy, and we wish to celebrate this by having an 

SBL Academy Careers Logo which can be displayed on our lessons and literature. Before school closed, we asked 

members of the student council to come up with some designs and we received some great entries. As students are at 

home, we thought it would be good to open it up to all so please get creative and send in your entries to  

Ms Murray, cmu@sblonline.org.uk. 
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