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This month at SBL Academy  

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome to this June’s edition of ‘On the Radar’, the penultimate of the academic year. In what 
has undoubtedly been a challenging year in the world of education, I am extremely proud of 
what we have achieved as a school and the journey that we continue on as a school community. 
 
At the end of last term, we said goodbye to our Year 11 and 13 students who have been a credit to themselves and their 
school throughout their time with us. The resilience and positivity that they have shown this last year will no doubt stand 
them in good stead in their future lives and we wish them all the best.  
 
We very much look forward to welcoming our Year 11 students back for their prom on the 30th of June. The event will 
take place at the Bristol Marriott Royal and will be an opportunity to celebrate this special group of young people. If the 
event has to be cancelled due to Covid-19 then we have committed to returning all money to parents/carers. 
 
Students in Years 7-10 and 12 are now preparing for and sitting their own internal end-of-year assessments and subject 
teachers have detailed how they can best prepare for these. More than anything else, the assessments are designed to 
find out what students know, any knowledge gaps they might have and how we can best support them in achieving their 
full potential. 

Year 7, 8 and 9 end-of-year assessments – w/c 7th and 14th of June 
Year 10 end-of-year assessments – w/c 28th June and 5th July 
Year 12 end-of-year assessments – w/c 21st June  
 

Towards the end of last term, our Year Group Leaders were delighted to raise £727 through our Mental Health 
Awareness Week non-uniform day. Students were encouraged to wear mostly green on the day which entered them into 
a prize draw. 5 lucky students were then delighted to be rewarded with £10 shopping vouchers. We always endeavour to 
reward our students for doing the right things and we have also recently launched the ‘Golden Lock’ initiative in which a D
-lock is randomly placed on a bike each week letting the student know that they have won a prize. We are pleased to be 
working with Sustrans on this project and have already noticed an increase in the number of students who travel to 
school in an active and environmentally friendly way. You may also have seen the new ‘Active Travel’ section on our 
school website. 
Finally, you may be aware that the Wellsway Multi Academy Trust, the family of 
schools of which we are a proud member, will soon be changing its name. We 
won’t be spoiling the surprise just yet but I’m sure you will agree that now is the 
perfect time for us all to improve and re-invent ourselves as we look to the future 
with optimism and positivity. 
 

Dean Anderson 

Principal 

Key dates 
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Design & Technology 
We are so proud of our students; with their help we have managed to keep the workshops open throughout the year. With 
their help we have created a safe working environment for both them and us. Through the use of tools for each year group, 
the sanitizing of their hands on entrance and exit from the workshops, the students have created some fantastic, imaginative 
and high level designing both in the classroom and the workshops.   

Art Textiles 
Students have been creating a range of designs this term 
looking at existing sweet shops and the  sweets on the market 
to come up with creative designs.  Students have been using 
the computer (CAD) to redesign the sweet logo, which has 
been printed onto fabric using our heat press. Using a range of 
embellishment techniques to enhance the surface and to 
showcase their new cushions.  

Engineering 

The arrival of a new laser cutter in the department is currently being put to good 
use.  Students on the NCFE engineering qualification have had an opportunity to 
use this state of the art equipment in the production of their GCSE project 
work.  Students must manufacture a robotic arm which can pivot at 360 degrees 
around two pivots.   The arm must also have a tool holding device which can 
extend and retract, and this example shows a solution which uses 
hydraulics.  Many students on the course are choosing to use new engineering 
technologies such as the laser cutter and blend them with more 
traditional manufacturing methods.  

Product Design 

Students have been practising their new skills of modelling making. Using a 
customer centered approach to design. These new skills will be put to great use in 
their up and coming GCSE. A basic model can offer a different perspective in the design 
process, making a model allows students to visualise and test how a product looks 
and performs in 3D and is a great way of checking a product's viability. Many students 
have realised their 2D designs using the modelling method, which will help students 
determine whether their idea is going to work or if it needs modifying.  

Food and Nutrition 

During this difficult period, students in Year 9 have not failed to impress 
when it comes to their ability and professionalism in Food Technology. This 
week Year 9 were tasked with designing and making their own healthy 
pizzas. Everything was made from scratch, including the pizza sauce! 
Students took time and care in the design of their pizza, considering 
toppings and lay out. One student even brought in herbs from their own 
garden, enhancing their design with a personal touch. They have been 
so professional when moving to and from the food room, despite this 
cutting into their cooking time  
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An Excellent Example of a Year 9 Student 
Helping in the Community 
During the last lockdown I started volunteering at Redfield Lodge Farm in Oldland. I usually go once a week and I muck out 
the goats and lambs and lay down fresh hay for their bedding. Once I’ve finished I can spend time with the animals which I 
love doing. The goats are really funny and try to butt my legs.  They have goats, sheep, baby lambs, alpacas, chickens, dogs, 
rabbits etc. They rescue animals and the last one they rescued was a 5 day old orphaned lamb called Mavis. 
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Cajigo  
This month we partnered with Cajigo, an Education 
provider,  who launched the UK’s first mentoring app 
supporting girls into STEM and technology careers. STEM 
industries offer a wide variety of careers, where technology is 
now the foundation of most businesses. However, there is 
underrepresentation of women in these fields. SBL are proud 
to be leading the way for schools in Bristol and the UK to 
make STEM and technology careers more visible to girls, 
through Cajigo. Next term, we will be holding STEM Careers 
Talks to showcase industry role models from across all 
industries, who will talk about the skills required to work in a 
number of careers and developing pathways into them.  
  
Cajigo also presented SBL Academy with the Innovate Bristol 
Book, which details the tech ecosystem in Bristol, a resource 
that will be very useful to all our students to build their 
knowledge of the technology companies in the region. 

COVID-19 

For the most up to date guidance for social 
distancing and self-isolation please go to the 
government’s Coronavirus website 

Could you make a 
difference? 
The growth of our Trust means 
we need more inspirational and 
professional people to join our 
dedicated and passionate staff 
team. If you are planning your 
next career move, and think you 
could help make a difference for 
our students, please take a look at 
the vacancies across the WMAT. 

School Nurse Information 
The school health nurse for SBL is Alli Fry. 
Parents are able to contact the school nursing service for advice and 
information on 01454 862 202 for support around many issues 
including mental health, emotional wellbeing, healthy relationships, 
sexual health and healthy lifestyles. Please have a look at the school 
nursing video on Youtube.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers
https://youtu.be/ANvBByJe2w8
https://youtu.be/ANvBByJe2w8
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PE 
Thursday 27th May was a big day in Post-16. Not only were we saying good-bye to our amazing year 13 students, but it 
was also the second AFC Laverick vs Shiells United football match. Having retained our original players from last year both 
myself and Mr Laverick were able to add to our squads with the new year 12 players.  

Having lost last year, Shiells United needed a big game and boy did they deliver! Relentless pressing and ruthless finishing 
meant we went into the break 3-0 up. On what was the first hot day of this term so far, all the boys did exceptionally well to 
keep their work rate up and play at a high intensity throughout. The second half started the same as the first, pressure and 
effort forcing AFC Laverick on the back foot. There was some outstanding football played by both sides but another 2 goals 
by Shiells United put the game out of reach. AFC Laverick fought back with 2 goals but eventually Shiells United ran out 7-2 
winners on the day.  

A massive well done to all the boys who took part in the game and to all the students and staff who came out to support. We 
are already looking forward to welcoming the new year 12 students next year and getting them involved in the hottest 
fixture on the SBL calendar, possibly the world!  

Mr Shiells  

Proud Manager of Shiells United!  
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Musical Donation 

A few weeks ago, the Music department received an email from Will Britton, a local resident. He was looking to find a new 
home for his old drum kit, bass guitar and amp and wondered if SBL would be interested – we immediately said, ‘Yes please!’ 

The instruments are now in school and will soon be in full use by our students. This was a very generous offer and we are 
extremely grateful to Will.  

Art & Photography Exhibition 
The GCSE and A level Art and Photography students have produced some amazing work this year, in spite of all the 
challenges of having 2 lockdowns during their exam course. We want to be able to celebrate their successes with 
everyone so, as well as exhibiting work in school for students and staff to view, we will be creating a virtual exhibition to 
share with the wider SBL community – more information to follow soon! 
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Library news 
All students have access to ePlatform, our free ebook and audiobook library.  There are new books added 
each month.  Check out our collection here.  

You can also access our online library catalogue (AccessIT) to reserve library books and have them delivered to 
you during the school day.  You can view the online catalogue here.  
For more news and events from the library, follow @SBLLibrary on Twitter and Instagram. 

Mrs Richards is currently reading 

Loveless by Alice Oseman 

and listening to the brilliant 

audiobook of The Poet X by 

Elizabeth Acevedo  

https://sbllearning.eplatform.co/
https://sbllearning.eplatform.co/title/9780241375761/mp3
https://uk.accessit.online/srb00/#!dashboard
https://twitter.com/SBLLibrary
https://www.instagram.com/sbllibrary/?hl=en
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Our Plant sale on Wednesday was very successful and raised £43 for Young Minds. 


