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Dear Parents/Carers 

Parents and carers will be aware that the 
normal exam season that we would expect to 
see has been cancelled this year. The 
government has asked schools nationally to 
help to decide the final grades that students will 
be awarded in Years 11 and 13 this year. As a result, we have worked 
very closely with other secondary schools in our Trust to plan on how 
best to gather the evidence that we would need to accurately award 
those grades. 
 
In order to communicate clearly, we wrote to the parents/carers of 
those students involved before Easter to briefly outline the steps we 
would take to ensure that students would be awarded fair grades that 
were not negatively impacted by the pandemic. In this 
communication, we stated that we would use a range of evidence, 
including: 

 Work produced in class in response to assessment materials 
provided by exam boards; 

 Non-exam assessment (NEA) often referred to as coursework; 

 Records of capability and performance over the course in 
performance-based subjects such as art, music, drama and 
PE.  

There have been a few questions asked about what the additional 
range of evidence may include. As stated in the JCQ guidance, the 
additional evidence we will take into account includes students’ work 
produced in school devised tasks, for example: 
 
 Substantial class or homework (including work that took place 

during remote learning) 
 Internal tests taken by students 
 Formal internal (or ‘mock’) exams taken over the course of the 

study. 
 
In the majority of cases we will use the same sources of evidence to 
support the grading of all students, but we do have the option of 
selecting other sources of evidence, for example in exceptional 
circumstances such as prolonged absence due to illness or self-
isolation.  Parents and carers have been asked to contact us if their 
son or daughter has not been able to complete an assessment and if 
there are any concerns about the process we have in place. 
  

Key dates 
14th May: Non-uniform Day 

28th May: Last day of term 5 

7th June: Term 6 begins 

13th July: Year 8 HPV 1st dose 
vaccinations and Year 10 girls 
booster HPV  

21st July : Last day of term 6 

Could you make a 
difference? 
The growth of our Trust means we 
need more inspirational and 
professional people to join our 
dedicated and passionate staff team. 
If you are planning your next career 
move, and think you could help 
make a difference for our students, 
please take a look at the vacancies 
across the WMAT. 

School Nurse 
The school health nurse for SBL is 
Alli Fry. 
 
Parents are able to contact the 
school nursing service for advice 
and information on 01454 862 202 
for support around many issues in-
cluding mental health, emotional 
wellbeing, healthy relationships, 
sexual health and healthy lifestyles. 
Please have a look at the school 
nursing video on Youtube.  

https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers
https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers
https://youtu.be/ANvBByJe2w8
https://youtu.be/ANvBByJe2w8


SBL Academy On the Radar May 2021 

Follow us on Twitter: sblacademy 

As this is a new system of awarding grades we are very keen that students and families are clear on the 
assessments process that we have in place. Parents and carers will be aware that students are taking a range 
of assessments currently to contribute to the overall process. We would want to reiterate that these 
assessments are not the only evidence we will use in determining grades. To be clear, we will make a holistic 
judgement of a student’s grade based on work they have completed throughout the course. 

Our Year 11 and Year 13 students have been a consistent credit to the school since they began their respective 
Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 courses.   We have every faith that students will continue to work hard and show 
diligence in the remaining weeks ahead and we would like to thank all of our families for the substantial 
support that they have offered, in recent times in particular.   

  
Mr Anderson 
Principal 

Reporting results 
 

 

 

COVID-19 

For the most up to date guidance for social distancing and self-isolation please go  
to the government’s Coronavirus website 

http://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegcxykeCcFaSpph31trW_dwrGTAiM6Uz9pDuHwxa2sG13WKQ/viewform
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Cultural Capital and MFL 
At SBL, as well as teaching students how to speak French, German or Spanish, we focus regularly on 
the cultural aspects of the countries whose languages we are studying. This can include geography and 

history, differences between school 
routines in England and France, 
Germany or Spain or different customs 
and how festivals are celebrated, as 
well as traditional cuisine.  

At this time of the year we would 
usually be looking forward to taking 
groups of students to France or 
Germany to experience the culture and 
language for themselves. Until we are 
able to do this again with possible 
future trips to Spain or France for 
GCSE students and Christmas markets 
for Key Stage Three, we are providing a 
variety of cultural opportunities 
throughout the curriculum.  

In Year 9 we have focussed on film with projects on “Das Wunder von Bern” in German and “Les 
Choristes” in French. We have also studied the reasons to learn a language, giving students the chance 
to use their language skills to promote language learning at GCSE, as well as describing their future 
plans. See the examples below. In 
Year 8 we have learned how to order 
food and drink and looked at typical 
Spanish and French delicacies, such 
as tapas and patisserie. In Year 7 we 
have studied customs and festivals, 
such as Christmas, Easter, el Día de 
los Muertos, le poisson d’avril and 
Karneval/Fasching.  

Ellie-Mae, Year 9 

Amy, Year 10 






