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SBL principal Dean Anderson is pictured with student principals and vice principals Ben Whiteman, 
Joseph Crees, Jack Dunn, Grace Cowley, Bella Molloy and Lauren Butterfield, who are all in Year 11 
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Parent Parking in our Sport Centre Car Park 
As you will appreciate, one of our main focus areas is ensuring the safety of students at the beginning 
and the end of the school day.  Currently, we are closely monitoring the use of the sports centre car 
park and surrounding roads to consider whether we need to take further action in order to maintain 
student safety and the safety of other road users and pedestrians at these busy times.    

In order to keep this car park available for use during parental pick-up times, it will be necessary for all 
visitors in cars or other vehicles to stick to speed limits and to manoeuvre around the car park with the 
utmost care for others.    In order to ensure that this private car park remains open for your 
convenience, can we please ask all parents/carers and family members to exercise great care when 
using this space so that we can maintain it as an ongoing drop-off and pick-up facility into the future. 
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Children in Need 
Bake Sale, 19th November, 2021 

Just to let you know that we raised £150 for Children 
in Need from the bake sale alone! 

A special thank you to staff and students who allowed 
this to be possible by baking delicious cakes or 
volunteering on the day. So many of the SBL staff 
and students baked, set up the stall, helped sell the 
cakes, assisted in the corridors, and brought cakes as 
well! It could not have been possible without every 
single one of you. 

What a wonderful day raising money  
for such a fantastic charity. 

Thank you and well done SBL! 

Many thanks, 

Miss Cox 
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Food and Nutrition: 
In the food room Year 9 students have been expanding their 
culinary skills into making delicious family recipes. The aim of the 
project was to ensure that students not only felt more confident 
in the kitchen, but also to encourage them to cook more at 
home. By developing skills that students can use outside of 
school for the rest of their lives, Food and Nutrition has proved 
to be a valuable area of the curriculum. Plus the pizzas are very 
tasty! And as a festive treat, Year10 students have been showing 
off their Bake off skills with some beautiful mince pies! 

Design and Technology 

https://twitter.com/SBLAcademy
https://www.futuralearning.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/SBLAcademy


SBL Academy: On the Radar newsletter December 2021 

Follow us on 

Aspiration 
Improving the life chances of our students is a priority for us at SBL. In this respect we take our inspiration on this from one of 
the values of our Trust which is ‘Aspiration’.  

 

 

 

We want each and every one of our students to take the most interesting and rewarding pathway possible whilst they are here 
with us at Post 16. As part of the school experience for each student we take the time to raise awareness of the considerable 
number of possibilities available and help each of them to understand, and then build towards the potential goals of further 
education, employment, apprenticeships and higher education whilst they are with us. We take great pride in the breadth of 
education we offer our students in this respect and as part of our strong Post 16 provision we have also invited other 
providers to come and speak with our students so that they can understand the full range of available options. 

We were incredibly proud of the range of University placements secured by our Year 13 students this summer after they 
collected their A-Level and other Level 3 awards.   A high number of our students have gone to study degree courses in an 
exceptionally strong range of UK universities, including Russell Group Universities, which are regarded as being amongst the 
very best in the country; these include Edinburgh, Cardiff, Bristol, Swansea, Southampton, Bath, Cardiff Metropolitan, 
Manchester Met, Oxford Brookes, Gloucester, Leicester, Plymouth, UWE and Winchester University.    Our students are 
studying a diverse range of courses such as Biomedical Sciences, Sports Coaching, Applied Anatomy, Economics, Cancer 
Biology and Immunology, Law, Psychology, Fashion Promotion, Medical Pharmacology, Aerospace Engineering, Computer 
Science, Aeronautics and Astronomy, Physiotherapy, Primary Education, Chemical Engineering and Politics.  

We are able to achieve this because we make sure that our students have strong, clear support during what are known as 
“transition points” in their studies such as during the mid-point of Year 9 when we educate our students about the options 
available during Key Stage 4, and again during Year 11 as students prepare to make choices about the routes available to 
them at Post 16.    Throughout time spent in Post 16 our students are educated around the wide range of possibilities 
available to them in terms of University, colleges, apprenticeships and employment.  

We would like all of our Year 11 and 13 students to have the full range of options available into the future, such as: 

 a high quality Apprenticeship or 

 an excellent employment (18+) and training offer or 

 a place at the best possible university. 

Ideally we would like our students to be in a position to choose from any, or all of these options if they wish and we aim to 
educate and support them so that they know how to secure these prospects and, importantly, that they can make a positive 
choice to do so because they have the grades to allow them to have the fullest possible choice. 

Mr White 
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Take a look at our first ever Library Newsletter which will be released termly by our student librarian 
team. 
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COVID-19 

For the most up to date guidance for social 
distancing and self-isolation please go to the 
government’s Coronavirus website 

Could you make a 
difference? 
The growth of our trust means we 
need more inspirational and 
professional people to join our 
dedicated and passionate staff 
team. If you are planning your 
next career move, and think you 
could help make a difference for 
our students, please take a look at 
the vacancies across the Futura 
Learning Partnership. 

School Nurse Information 
The school health nurse for SBL is Alli Fry. 
Parents are able to contact the school nursing service for advice and 
information on 01454 862 202 for support around many issues 
including mental health, emotional wellbeing, healthy relationships, 
sexual health and healthy lifestyles. Please have a look at the school 
nursing video on Youtube.  
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The SBL Academy ‘Aspirations Tree’ 
This week, SBL Academy students in 7 Titan 2 made tree decorations showing the aspirations they 
have for the future. The decorations included everything from their career aspirations to the places 
in the world they want to  visit. It  was inspiring reading about all of the hopes and dreams they have 
for a happy life ahead of them.  
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Year 9 Media Club Goes Live 
 
This year, SBL has invested in new media facilities, with 
the installation of a fully equipped television production 
studio and computer suite with industry-standard video 
editing software. After 18 months of remote learning, it is 
great to be able to have students once again engaging in 
practical, collaborative learning in person. The new media 
facilities are primarily used by Key Stage 4 and 5 students 
enrolled on our two new Creative Media Production BTEC 
courses. However, we want as many students as possible 
to benefit from these fantastic facilities, so we have 
additionally launched a weekly Year 9 Media Club, giving 
Key Stage 3 students the opportunity to develop their 
practical media skills. 
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Creative & Media 
This year has seen many major developments within the Creative & Media area, which have been both exciting 
and enjoyable to see. 

Firstly, all of our specialist teaching spaces are back in use by all year groups. After a year of KS3 Art and Music 
lessons, and some Performing Arts lessons, taking place in classrooms, students are thoroughly enjoying the 
chance to access the specialist equipment and engaging spaces that we have at SBL. In Art lessons, students 
have been getting creative with their painting skills once more and in Music, the sound of keyboards being played 
is again echoing down the corridors. The level of enthusiasm and engagement shown by students demonstrates 
how much they appreciate being back in normal teaching rooms. 

This September also marked the launch of our new Media courses in years 10 and 12, giving students access to 
SBL’s state of the art TV studio. Under the direction of Mr Alderson (Head of Media and Photography) students 
have been getting hands on with the industry standard equipment. Year 12 undertook their first filming 
assignment to record the Futura Learning Partnership tree planting ceremony last term, and the year 9 Media 
club have been trying their hand at camera operation in the studio. 

In Music, the SBL band can be heard rehearsing after school, preparing for their performances at this year’s 
Christmas Concert and the new choir are also practising their numbers, including a couple that the audience will 
be joining in with. The concert takes place at 7pm on Wednesday 15 December. Tickets will be on sale soon via 
www.ticketsource.co.uk  (£3 adults, £2 under 18s/OAPs). 

The Creative & Media sector was one of many areas of industry badly affected by the pandemic with theatres, 
concert halls and other entertainment venues closed and many people losing their main source of income as a 
result. What did become clear during this time was the importance of the Arts in supporting people’s health and 
well-being which is why it is so fantastic to see our students embracing the many Creative & Media opportunities 
on offer at SBL. Long may it continue! 

Year 7 Rugby 
Our year 7 boys’ rugby team had their first fes-
tival near the end of this term at SGS college. It 
was a fantastic experience under the flood 
lights, with the music playing from the Pro 5 
pitches, it really did have a festival feeling. The 
boys were amazing and made huge progress 
from the first game until the last. We have a 
squad of mixed experience, with our two rugby 
players taking a leading role and helping the 
new players along each game. All the boys grew 
in confidence and won two of their last 3 
games, putting together some lovely attacking 
rugby and being solid in defence.  Well done 
boys.  

Mr Shiells  
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School Football 
It's been two terms full of highs and lows for our Y8's, Y11's and Post 16 Teams in our first ever ESFA National 
Cup Journey. Here is a quick summary of how our teams have fared in the competition thus far.   

Year 8  
ESFA BOYS UNDER 13 PLAYSTATION SCHOOLS' CUP 

Results:  
Round 1  
SBL Academy 9 - 1 Brimsham Green School  
Scorers - Luca Orentas (4), Fraser Wade (2), Archie Morgan (2), Luke 
Jordan 
Round 2 
SBL Academy 5 - 1 Kingdown School 
Scorers - Luca Orentas (2), Finley Gainard, Fraser Wade, Liam Crow 
Round 3 
Sheldon School 5 - 4 SBL Academy  
Scorers - Luca Orentas (2), Luke Jordan, Liam Crow  

A brilliant effort from our U13's in their first competitive school football 
since joining us last year. A devastating loss in Round 3 saw the end of 
the campaign for the boys.  However, with a depleted squad due to Covid 19 and injuries, the boys put up a 
tremendous fight, in difficult conditions and only conceded within the last minute of the game! They should be 
extremely proud of their achievements in the competition. The future is VERY bright for this team.  
 
Year 11 
ESFA BOYS UNDER 16 SCHOOLS' CUP 
Results: 
Round 1 
SBL Academy 3 - 1 Bradley Stoke Community School 
Scorers - Finley Brain, Finley Murphy, Luca Cozens  
Round 2 
Sheldon School 2 - 3 SBL Academy  
Scorers - Jack Bowman (2), Charlie Perkins 
Round 3 
Redland Green School 1 - 3 SBL Academy 
Scorers - Charlie Perkins (2), Alfie Clarke  
Round 4 (TBC) 
SBL Academy Vs. Backwell School  

A fantastic tournament so far for our extremely talented Y11 squad. Three difficult games in the first three 
rounds have resulted in professional and at times gritty performances from the boys. At the time of writing, we 
are due to play our Round 4 fixture for a place in the last 32 teams in the country. These boys have always had 
something special about them as a group throughout their time at school, it would be fitting for them to end their 
SBL journey by getting as far as their talents deserve in this competition! 
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Post 16 
ESFA BOYS UNDER 18 SCHOOLS' CUP 

Results: 
Round 1 
SBL Academy 7 - 1 Melksham Oak Community School 
Scorers - Kevin Zyberi (2), Oliver Adams (2), Ryan McCarthy, Alfie 
Wilmott, Alex Garland 
Round 2 
Bristol Cathedral Choir School 1  - 5 SBL Academy  
Scorers - Kevin Zyberi (2), Oliver Adams, Alex Garland, Joel 
Arthur 
Round 3 
SBL Academy 4 - 3 Marling School  
Scorers - Kevin Zyberi (3), Harry Welch 
Round 4  
SBL Academy 3 - 8 The Commonweal School  
Scorers - Harry Welch (2), Oliver Adams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Y12's and 13's are two year groups who have been starved of school football over the last couple of years due to Covid 
19 and many other difficulties surrounding local fixtures. This year they have finally got their chance to showcase their 
talents and managed to reach the last 64 teams in the country in their National Cup journey. Round 4 saw us drawn for the 
first time ever against a professional football club's academy team (Swindon Town FC's U18s) who, on the day, were just 
that little bit better. The score line does not reflect the quality of our Post 16 boys and the effort they put in, however, the 
game and competition was a brilliant learning curve for the boys to play against such high-level competition and hold their 
own for large parts of the game. Exciting opportunities lie ahead for football in our Post 16 academy . . .  
 
It's been brilliant having football back at SBL this academic year and our first experience of the ESFA National Cup has been, 
and continues to be, one of success, disappointment and great learning opportunities!  
 
Mr Laverick 
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Netball 
Sir Bernard Lovell Academy's netball teams, from year 7 through to year 11, have shown excellent dedication to this year's 
extra-curricular netball. The students have had the opportunity to represent their school to compete against the 
South Gloucestershire schools in a tournament. Year 10/11 team came in second place just missing out on going through to 
the next round. Year 9 came first in the tournament and will therefore go ahead to the next round which will be in February 
competing in the County Quarter Finals - Congratulations! Year 8 are still yet to play but have shown hard work and 
commitment as there are two teams that will be competing next week in the tournament. Year 7 displayed resilience and 
development in training and this was evident from the tournament and they achieved fourth place. 

Well done to all teams this year. I am very proud of their dedication and commitment to their netball. Good luck to year 8's 
next week! 

Miss Bateman 

Titans of SBL 
Hi I'm Josh Miles. I am a year 9 student in Titan. I have been 
swimming competitively now for almost 5 years and have 
never lost my passion for it. I am part of Soundwell 
Swimming Club and have many friends that enjoy swimming 
in the same way as me. I moved to Keynsham swimming 
club when I was about 11 and qualified for my first 
county championships in the same year. I then moved back 
to Soundwell and went into the second to top squad 'A 
squad'.   

I trained very hard for a few more months and made it to 
regional level with all the clubs around the South-West of 
England. Then COVID hit and we found out all training and 
competitions were cancelled. We then did zoom calls 
throughout the first and second lockdown which involved 
lots of land training. The calls were daily and we would also 
do things like baking and quizzes but the majority of it was 
HIIT workouts and high-intensity interval training. It was a very hard time to keep fit and healthy because 
of the lack of time we were allowed outside. I also did things like running regularly to keep up with 
everything. Due to the length of time out the pool, it felt weird trying to get back into the pool. 

Around a month later I was back to it again. It was also hard getting back into school for the first time in 2 
years. We had our first session back at Bath University's 50 meter pool in midsummer. From then up to 
now I have been training 10 times a week including 3 morning sessions a week totalling 16 hours. I wake 
up at 4:30 AM and swim from 5:20 until 6:50. I do this on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. I also train 
every evening. Hopefully I will make British nationals in Glasgow in Summer 2022.  

At the start of term, I had a swimming competition at Milfield which is a private school in Glastonbury. I 
swam against some very high levelled swimmers and did extremely well. In the next few months I have 
County Championships and a gala in Gloucester. I enjoy my swimming very much and I am looking 
forward to seeing where I go in the future. Here is a picture of me from this weekend. I am currently 
ranked 6th in the UK for the 800m freestyle and have been invited to regular workshops on the Swim 
England National Pathway. 
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Question/issue Notes/Response/Action 
The Home Studies tasks recorded on Insight 
can build up and make the screen cluttered 
with old tasks 

 We will show students how to mark Home Studies as completed and then filter the tasks so 
that the screen is less cluttered. 

 We will look to remove tasks with deadlines more than two weeks in the past 

Indoor seating availability during bad weather  There are always free tables in G3. This is particularly the case 10-15 minutes into lunch. 

 Students are allowed inside to designated locations when it’s raining. 

Mental Health support  Parents spoke very highly of the mental health support that students receive. 

 We have a supportive pastoral system and team who meet daily; Staff are trained to identify 
and report concerns; We implement a triage system to provide the appropriate support for 
students. 

 Avenues of support include: Learning Mentors; School Counsellor; SEN investigation; House 
Team support; ELSA; Thrive; School Nurse; Student mentors/mental health ambassadors. 

 The Academy works with and hosts: The Mental Health Support Team (NHS); The Bridge 
Foundation; GPs; Off the Record and CAMHS. Each Year group covers well-being as part of 
their PSHE curriculum. 

Home Study not being marked  Home study should always be acknowledged and missed Home Study marks are issued when 
students fail to complete it. Praise is always given when students complete Home Study to a 
high standard. 

 We are currently looking at our system of rewards and how this might further build 
enthusiasm around Home study. 

 In line with our Assessment and Feedback policy, not all work that students complete will be 
marked in depth. This includes some Home Study tasks. 

Year 8 students didn’t have an in-person 
‘meet the tutor’ event and also missed out on 
going to the canteen early meaning some are 
anxious about visiting the space. 

 Year 8 tutors have contacted parents/carers if there have been any concerns and video calls 
have taken place. 

 Due to consistently high cases of Covid-19, all parents evenings this year will take place on 
Schoolcloud giving parents/carers the opportunity to get detailed feedback about the 
progress of their children in all subjects. 

 Year 8 students have been invited to attend breakfast club during the week commencing 29th 
November. This will help them to get used to the space if they aren’t using it already and any 
issues with finger-prints/anxiety can be resolved. 

Students feeling bad about poor attendance 
marks on Insight 

 Attendance is incredibly important to the academy and we are proud to have attendance 
rates well above the national average. This is down to the way in which we remove barriers 
to attendance, make students feel safe at school and track where attendance is lower than 
might be expected. We do feel it is important to share attendance rates with parents and 
where they can be improved. It is never our intention to make students feel bad about their 
attendance and we always look to support them through episodes of illness and re-
integration back into school. An integral part of this is the relationships that students have 
with their tutors. 

Seagulls  We’ve tried various things in the past and the only true solution is to completely eliminate 
the dropping of litter at break and lunch. Bins have been placed around the playgrounds and 
the dropping of litter is always sanctioned. 

 Recycling bins are being ordered for indoor areas and the student council feel passionately 
about this issue. We are working with our catering company Zest to ensure that waste from 
the canteen is always recycled. 

Soap running out in toilets  We will look to ensure that this never happens. 

Changing after Period 5 PE  In response to feedback from parents, carers and the student council, students won’t have to 
change back into their school uniform following period 5 PE lessons from January. More 
detail will be shared regarding this change in the coming weeks. 

Students unable to drink water in all lessons  We have made it clear to staff that students can drink water during lessons. The only time 
this is not the case is during science lessons in which students need to ask permission to step 
outside the room to drink water at an appropriate point in the lesson. 

New skirt  Parents spoke very positively about this. It was re-iterated that all students are able to wear 
trousers or skirts. 

Parent ambassadors  Parent ambassadors were appointed in each year group. These parents/carers will be able to 
disseminate information through Facebook/Whats-app groups where appropriate. 

SCF Forum Facebook group  This will be set up by members of the School Community Forum 

Curry night  We will look to arrange a SCF curry night later in the school year. 

School Community Forum - meeting minutes/actions 
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