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KEY DATES 
W/c 6 March: Year 11 Internal Exams continue 

Thursday 9 March: Year 8 Parents/Carers Evening 

Tuesday 21 March and Wednesday 22 March: Year 11 
Performing Arts Exam 

Thursday 30 March: Year 12 and 13 parent/carer evening 

Friday 31 March: Last day of term 4 

Monday 17 April: First day of term 5 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome to March’s edition of On the Radar! Term 3 was an 
extremely positive and successful term and this has continued into 
Term 4. School attendance has seen its challenges nationally, 
however attendance continues to be strong at SBL Academy and we 
saw this throughout Term 3. Thank you to Parents/Carers for 
continuing to support the education of your child, ensuring that they 
attend regularly and punctually. 
 
Our Year 11 students have been working extremely hard sitting their 
internal examinations. This is their last opportunity to practise sitting 
exams in a formal setting and it has been pleasing to see how well 
they have conducted themselves during this time. Some students 
have already sat formal examinations for their subjects, including 
Performing Arts and Computing. There will be opportunities that will 
continue to be offered to Year 11 to attend after-school revision 
sessions, as well as additional sessions during the Easter break so 
that students have the best possible chance of succeeding this 
summer. We appreciate that the examination season can be an 
intense and stressful period for young people and their families. If 
you feel that your child would benefit from extra support, please do 
not hesitate to contact their tutor or House Team via 
enquiries@sblacademy.org.uk. You may also wish to explore the 
following link, which shares strategies for when young people are 
sitting exams. 
 
There continue to be many extra-curricular opportunities offered in 
the way of school trips. Since Christmas, we have had a music trip to 
receive a masterclass from the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra; 
art trips to the Tate Modern Gallery in London and Wake the Tiger, 
Bristol,a ski trip to Italy during half term; a Post-16 trip to 
Parliament, as well as an apprenticeship fair. In the coming months 
we will have language trip to the continent and further expeditions 
for those students signed up attempting to achieve their Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. I would like to take this opportunity to thank those 
staff involved in giving up their time to lead these highly memorable 
experiences and opportunities - moments that the students will look 
back on for many years to come and opportunities that provide 
invaluable experiences beyond those received in the classroom. 
 
We continue to have weekly House assemblies (and Post-16). Term 
3 included inward-looking assemblies, giving ‘food for thought’ on 
themes such as healthy relationships, the benefits of physical activity 
and contributing to a team spirit. For this term, we are more 
outward-looking, approaching global themes such as positive steps 
to tackle climate change and lessons learned from Covid-19. During 
week commencing 27/02/23, students received an assembly on 
health, including the launch of South Gloucestershire’s Online Pupil 
Survey. This is an anonymous and voluntary questionnaire that our 
school community have been invited to complete. It gives young 
people the opportunity to share their voice and shape positive 
change. 

A letter explaining the process has been shared with parents/carers via 
email and instructions on how to complete the questionnaire have been 
shared with students via BromCom. 
 
Mr G Lyle 
Assistant Principal 

2023 Ski trip: Cimone, Italy 

During the February Half Term 49 very excited students and 7 equally 
excited staff boarded the coach for the 2023 ski trip to Cimone, Italy. 
This was a much anticipated trip, as it was the first ski trip post pan-
demic. The journey out to Italy was excellent, pleasant channel crossing 
and minimal stops allowed us to reach the hotel in plenty of time to 
settle into our rooms and have our evening meal.          Continued... 
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2023 Ski trip: Cimone, Italy (cont) 

The students adapted well to being woken up nice and early each morning, and the coach journey to the slopes gave them the 
opportunity to chat about the day ahead and where they 
may end up going on the mountain. The snows conditions 
were excellent, considering the issues around Europe with 
snow fall in the weeks leading up to the trip. We had blue 
skies every day and the cold was certainly not an issue for 
many of us. The students made fantastic progress each 
day and by the end of the week almost all of the student 
made it to the top of the mountain. The students received 
superb feedback from the instructors and they should be 
very proud of how they participated in their lessons. The 
led instructor commented “I love teaching your students, 
they listen to what I am asking them to do and they even 
ask my how they can improve further, I wish all my groups 
were like this” Well done everyone.  

It was a wonderful week for everyone involved, getting to 
know the students outside of school was a pleasure and something that the staff team enjoyed. We were able to share all the 
highs and lows together as a group. The student particularly enjoyed capturing evidence of teachers falling over (Mr Tilley, a lot), 
tobogganing into safety netting (Mr Forsyth) and even falling off a chair lift! (Miss Harriott)  

I would like to thank all of the students for their excellent behaviour and attitude on the trip, as well as the staff for giving up 
their half term and all of the support they gave to the students during the week.  

Mr Shiells  
Curriculum Leader for PE and Ski Trip Leader 

We work hard to provide the best environment 
possible for our students with autism. If you are 
interested in finding out more about autism and 
how it effects children then you may be interested 
in watching the bbc programme. 

Driver Care on Local Roads 
We have been approached by members of our local community to request that parents and carers do not park on the double 
yellow lines in Pennine Road. Parking on these lines is prohibited in law and has been causing danger to local residents and 
other road users. 

Lily has made it 
into the Somerset 
South Girls ERDPP 
and has been 
selected to play in a 
match at 
Sherbourne and 
will be 
respresenting them 
again in an RFU 
festival in March.  

Well done Lily!  

Huge well done to our U13’s ST 
Olli, who completed his first 
training session with Forest Green 
Rovers’ Academy on Friday 
evening. Olli is our first player to 
be invited up since the formation 
of our partnership with the club. 
Due to unforeseen circumstances 
Olli was the only one of our three 
selected players able to make the 
session but put in an outstanding performance, accompanied with a 
first class attitude, across the entire evening! Big things are on the 
horizon for this young man, who has now been invited back for his 
official 8 week trial with the club and is an absolute credit and 
example to everyone involved in SBL Academy football, deserving of 
every success that falls his way. We are over the moon and extremely 
proud of him! Well done Olli. 

Mr Laverick and Mr Downer  
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Creative and Media Trips 
Year 9 Art trip to Wake The Tiger 

Before half term, the whole of Year 9 visited Wake The Tiger, an immersive art installation with elements of theatre woven in 
that advertises itself as Bristol’s first ‘amazement park’. Students had the whole exhibition space exclusively to themselves. They 
explored unusually themed rooms, secret doorways, interactive games, personality tests and many more surprises within this 
sprawling fantasy environment.  

The exhibition is divided into four themed areas, each inspired by a different element: earth, air, fire and water. In Art this term, 
Year 9 are exploring unusual architecture. They are drawing on their visit to Wake The Tiger to help them design buildings 
inspired by the elements. Some students are choosing to look at futuristic worlds, while others are questioning how we can 
better use these real elements in design and construction to help build our own brighter future 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra Live 

Last term, Year 8 and 9 students had the fantastic opportunity to attend a live performance by members of Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra, performing pieces of music that students study at GCSE. These ranged from Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto to 
the show-stopping ‘Defying Gravity’. Many solo parts were performed by students from the attending schools.  

Nearly 400 students from schools across the Bristol and South Gloucestershire attended. Our students represented the school 
to an incredibly high standard. Students were engaged from the very beginning, enthusiastically taking part in a percussion 
session. The workshop finished with a performance of a collaborative composition. Students from attending schools had sent in 
small ideas which were then pieced together to create a new piece of music. Students were also given the opportunity to 
question the professional musicians taking part. 

SBL is committed to growing music provision, both in school and through external events such as this. With an expanding range 
of extra-curricular musical activities on offer in school, we are keen to nurture the musical interests of our students. If your child 
is interested in taking instrumental lessons, or would like to study Music at GCSE but has not signed up for this yet, please 
contact Ms Harland in the Creative & Media team for further details: fharland@sblacademy.org.uk. 

BBC Careers Day 

Post-16 Media students recently took part in a practical careers day at the new BBC headquarters in Bristol, giving them a taste 
of the skills and experience needed to produce major factual television programmes like Planet Earth. Students talked with 
senior BBC producer Simon Bell about bringing dinosaurs to life for the upcoming series Prehistoric Planet. Other sessions 
included programme ideas development, exploring different production areas, and finding out about the BBC’s own 
apprenticeship scheme. 

SBL Academy now offers practical Creative Media courses at both GCSE and Post-16, specialising in film and TV production.   
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Lights, camera, action! 

Art trip to the Tate Modern, 
London 

National Tutoring Programme 
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SBL Band invited to play at musical festival - for the  
second year running 
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MedSoc@SBL  
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Netball News 
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